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Heidr; athwyllwr: sev eu gelwir evelly am y bydd iawn i 
ddialwr y genedl eu cyhoeddi gan gorn gwlad, yn llys, ac yn 
Han, ac yn mhob tyrva ddosbarthus, ac ar byst ynvydion y 
brenin." 

The three public nuisances of a nation : one that kills a man 
of his own nation; a thief; and a deceiver: for they are so 
called because it shall be right for the avenger of the nation to 
proclaim them by horn of country, in court, and in church, and 
in every regular assembly, and on the king's posts of idiots. 
Arch, of Wales, vol. iii. p. 303. 

From the proofs, thus adduced, we may presume, that future 
English lexicographers will yield this post of honour to the 
Welsh language. GeiRion. 



NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



Letters on the Scenery of Wales, including a Series 
of Subjects for the Pencil, with their Stations, determined on 
a general principle : and Instructions to Pedestrian Tourists. 
By the Rev. R. H. Newell, B.D.— London, 1821. 
The very nature of this work, as explained in its title-page, 
seems to place it out of the pale of criticism as a literary pro- 
duction ; and it is, in point of fact, little or nothing more than 
it pretends to be, — a mere series of rules and studies for the 
guidance of an amateur landscape-painter in an excursion 
through the Principality. The work is embellished with several 
etchings and aqua-tinta engravings of Welsh scenery from the 
pencil of the reverend author ; and of these we are justified in 
saying, that they appear to have been selected with judgment 
and executed with no mean skill. The views are twenty in 
number, and embrace a few of the most romantic and interest- 
ing objects in both divisions of the Principality, but more par- 
ticularly in South Wales, which the writer appears to have made 
the principal scene of his Tour. We are not aware, that we 
can better explain the precise character of the work, or the ob- 
ject the author had in view, than by allowing him to speak for 
himself, in the words of his preface, which we accordingly 
transcribe. 

" Every one now, who travels with the least skill in drawing, 
is desirous to carry back some sketches of the scenery ; but he is 
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often at a loss to discover the beauties of the country, and proper 
subjects for the pencil, and more so, perhaps, to fix on proper 
stations. To give some information on these points, in a tour 
through Wales, by marking out a series of picturesque views, 
with stations for taking them, is the chief object of this work. 
And it may be hoped, that, while we are daily invited to admire 
descriptions and pictures of foreign countries, the attempt is 
commendable to introduce more generally to public taste and ad- 
miration the natural beauties of our own island. The materials 
are collected in two pedestrian rambles. My route through North 
Wales was neither unusual nor extensive, but may be strongly 
recommended, abounding with noble scenery, in almost infinite 
variety. The beauties of South Wales are more widely scattered, 
and much uninteresting ground must be trodden to find them. 
It cannot be expected that I have mentioned every view which 
might be delineated, or perhaps the best, or the best stations ; 
taste and experience will, after all, direct the choice ; ten artists 
would probably select ten different subjects, and each a differ- 
ent view of the same. 

" The principle upon which I have endeavoured to point out the 
stations is that used at sea (and why not on land ?) for steering a 
ship into harbour — the bearings of two fixed objects in the view ; 
and it is this principle, therefore, which I would hope to illus- 
trate, rather than to tell much which is not already known, and 
better described. A number of subjects, from the works of dif- 
ferent artists, has been added, without stations, as an exercise 
for the Tourist's skill. 

" I have also attempted a few remarks on the picturesque beanty 
of the country ; a subject, with regard to Wales, still open, and 
much is it to be regretted that Mr. Gilpin left it so *. Picturesque 
is, indeed, a word which now almost palls upon the ear, nor is it 
always very accurately applied : but I mean to express by it, 
" that peculiar kind of beauty which is agreeable in a picture t ;" 
and, as such, my frequent use of the term seemed almost una- 
voidable. 

" The smaller landscapes are etched nearly as I drew them, but 
t>n a reduced scale, and may be useful as subjects, or if referred 
to on the spot. Drawings, with the breadth and effect of the 
aqua-tinta engravings, may be easily and expeditiously made, and 
will give, what is most essential, the general character of the 
scene. They have all been executed by a pupil to the late Mr. 
Aiken, and not unworthy of such a master. 

" • Remarking to one of the first landscape painters in this kingdom, that 
of the numerous Welsh Tours, none had been written on the plan of Oil- 
phi's Wye, he replied — few could write with his knowledge of the subject." 

" t Gilpin's Essay on Prints, p. 12." 
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" The hints to assist the pedestrian, are the result of long ex- 
perience, and are therefore given with some confidence. 

" The whole has been thrown into the form of letters, with a 
wish of making the directions more plain and easy ; it also breaks 
the uniformity of continued description." 

As it is impossible to convey any adequate idea in these pages 
of the graphic characteristics of Mr. Newell's work, we con- 
ceive it but fair to give a specimen of the manner in which he 
offers his instructions as to the views which he has thought 
worthy of the limner's attention. We therefore extract a pas- 
sage of this description relating to Laugharne Castle, Car- 
marthenshire. 

" Station. — Bring the Castle exactly within the angle made by 
the sloping hill and woody steep before it. Then ascend or de- 
scend, till the water and three of the promontories appear above 
the castle. 

" In this station the sea bounds the distance. Nature's compo- 
sitions are seldom complete or correct ; bat here nothing seems 
in the wrong place, and little which one would wish away. The 
only liberties, necessary to be taken, are a tree or stump, planted 
it the left corner, and the uniformity of the long hedge on the 
right of the fore ground somewhat broken. 

" About five miles from Llaugharne you pass Green Bridge, by 
some thought a curiosity, though nothing more than a small 
stream on the right side of the road, running southward, and 
sinking at that place into a rocky cavity : it is said to flow out 
again on the sea coast near Pendine. This bridge is no picture, 
nor are there any but extensive sea views all the way to Tenby, 
sixteen tedious hilly miles. 

" Tenby* is a pretty watering place, and well adapted for 
bathing, having a constant sea, very clear and not too bold, with 
a smooth hard beach at low water. But it is not, I think, pic- 
turesque. The rocks, on which the town is built, are insignifi- 
cant, the church spire formal, and the ruins of the castle, except 
as a distant object, detached and unmeaning. I send you how- 
ever a station, — as the place is much praised by some, — on the 
Narberth road, just beyond a bend to the right, about a mile and 
a half from the town, looking south-east." — P. 57. 

We are under the necessity or concluding our extracts with 
a brief notice of Barmouth, and which we select principally 
for the sake of the anecdote it contains in relation to Gray's 
" Bard," though not new to the readers of English poetry. 

" * Tpnby, or Dinbych, is The Precipice." fQaarc? — En.] 
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" Barmonth, as almost every nook of every coast now, is a 
watering place. Its origin, as the resort of invalids, has been at- 
tributed to persons frequenting the banks of this part of the river 
for the sake of the scurvy-grass, which grows there in abundance*. 
Like Dartmouth, it is built up a steep rock, street above street, 
the windows of one overlooking the chimnies of the next below. 
It is said to resemble Gibraltar. The sand is very inconvenient, 
ankle deep in the street, and sometimes blown most plentifully 
into the houses. There is a tolerable inn, the Gorsygedol Arms ; 
and at it an harper, but not one of Drayton's old British bards, 
Who on their harps, 

For falling flats, and rising sharps, 

That curiously were strung, 

To stir their youth to warlike rage, 

Or their wild fury to assuage, 

In their loose numbers sung. 
Nor one that would have stirred up Gray's poetic spirit. It is a 
curious circumstance, that we owe his " Bard" to a Welsh harper — 
blind Parry, Sir Watkin Wynn's harper. In a letter from Cam- 
bridge Gray says, " Mr. Parry has been here, and scratched out 
such ravishing blind harmony, such tunes of a thousand years old, 
with names enough to choke you, as have set all this learned body 
a dancing, and inspired them with due respect for my old Bard, his 
countryman, whenever he shall appear. Mr. Parry, you must 
know, has set my Ode in motion again, and has brought it at last 
to a conclusion, f" 

At the close of the volume Mr. Newell has inserted a list of 
some of the most interesting Welsh views, but most, if not all, 
of which have already been selected as subjects for the skill of 
the artist. The work also contains an account, though far from 
being complete, of publications relating to Wales ; and a 
variety of local information is interspersed through the volume, 
that must be of service to all, who travel through Wales from 
the same motives, and upon the same plan, as the reverend 
draughtsman before us. In a word, to individuals of this class, 
— and we hope for Mr. NewelPs sake that the number is far 
greater than we are now disposed to consider it, — these 
" Letters on the Scenery of Wales" may safely be reeom- 
mended as a companion at once useful and entertaining in their 
rambles amidst the wilds and mountains of Cambria ; and to 
this we may add, that the novelty of the plan ought to be re- 
ceived as an additional passport to public favour. 

" * Bingley, vol. ii. p. 23." " t Mason's Memoirs of Gray, p. 447." 



